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COORDINATING COMMITTEE
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RECORD OF DISCUSSION

oy

4 UNITED KINGDOM PROPOSAI CONCERNING REPLIRS AND ALTERATIONS

L0 SINC-SOVIET BLOC VESSELS

March 12th, 1959

Prosont: . Bolgium (Luxembourg), Canada, Donmark, France, Gormany, Italy,
: Japan, Notherlands, Norwey, Turkoy, United Kingdom, United States.

Reforonecs: COCOM 549, 1145, 3311, 3363, 3376, 3396, 3426, 3442,

1. The CHAIRMAN rccallod that a Drafting Group had preparcd o toxt
ombodying tho various proposals which had beon adoptod concerning ship
repairs and at the some time bringing up to date tho provisions of COCOM
549. Ho invitod Delegates to givo tho views of their authoritics on tho
toxt as rccorded in COCOM 3442,

2e The UNITED STATES Dolegato said that in paragraph 2 of the boxt
preparcd by the Drafting Group his authoritics weuld like the phrase "or
roplaced" inscrited aftor tho phraso "the following should not be ingtalled".
This was primarily an ecditorial chango, his authoritios wished to be quite
cloar that tho installation reforred to covercd both the installation of
now eguipment and the roplacoment of old equipmont, In parcgraph 2(c) his
avthoritios wished to change the word "demagnetisaticn" to "dogoussing" and
they felt that the same chenge should also be mado in Itom 1416(o). The
Dclogato went on to explain that domagnetisation was a one-time operation
to climinate unwanted magnetic fields which might affect a ship's compasses.
Degaussing was the induction of a contpolled enduring field of force in a
ship for protection against magnetic mines and similar weapons,

3. The FRENCH Delegate agreed with the United Stafies Delegate's interpretation
of the terms demagnetisation and degaussing., He said that one could not speak

of Marrangements for demagnotisadion! (es in paragraph 2(c)) since demagnetisetion
was o special process which was carried out only once whereas ona could spsak of
Yarrangements for dogaussing® since in this latter case it was necessary to
install special electric circuits in a vessel, He suggested that tho text

should makc it eclear that both opeorations werc prohibited.

Lo The COMMITTEE acccpted tho United StaBics proposal to include the

phrasc "or replaced" after the word "installed" in the heading of paragraph

2, alsoc to substitutoc the word "degaussing" for Rdemagnetisation® in

paragroph 2(c) and to amend paragraph 3 to include a reference to domagnetisation,
Tho Committeo further agreod that sub-paragrarh (e} of Item 1416 should be
amended to yead " ,,, or arrangemonts for the degoussing of the wesscl," The
final text on ships and shipping, which would not come into forco until agrcement
was roached on the quostion of adding Item 1510 to Itom 1416(c) and the question
of prohibiting the installation of Item 1510 in the courso of ship ropairs, was
agreed to he as followss .
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Ships and Shipping

1. This document deals with various matters, rolating to vessels, which are
not dealt with in the International Lists. Tt supcrsedes the Annexes to COCOM 549,

2. Repairs and Alterations to Sino-Soviet Bloec vessels in Western shipyards.

The following should not be installed or replaced:
(a) Munitions List itcms

(b) List I itoms which may not be installed in & vogsol sold
to the Sino=Soviet Bloc

(e} Arrongements for degoussing.

3. Any work which would lecad to the demagnetisation of a vesscl or to
transforming a vessol into cne appoaring on List I or the Munitions List
should bo prohibited, oxcopt that the speed of a vessel may be incroascd by
up to 10% oven if the incresse would confor embargo status on the vossel.

bLe In any casc where paragraph 2 above conflicts with national law or
with the roquirements of classification societies or international treoties,
convontions or usages, it is understood that excoptions to tho foregoing will
bo nocossary. Where oxceptions are made the Committce should be informed.

5. Choartering of Western vessels to the Sino-Soviet Bloe,

The objectives of the controls on the salc of vessels should not be
frustrated by barc-boat chartering, Bearing in mind that an operation of
this naturc might have the same disadventages from the strategic point cf
view as the salec of a vessol, Governments agree to undertake such steps as
may bc possible to prevent the chartering of any embargo type vessols undor
bare~boat arrangements.,
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